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TO CONCLUDE 

Christine Anzieu-Premmereur, MD, PhD 

Thank you all of you for attending and discussing the very important papers that were presented 

today. Merci beaucoup to the presenters and discussants, what a great scientific day you gave us, with 

a lot to think and to work. 

Pulsion is associated with energy and wishes to elaborate on psychoanalytic understanding of 

obscure and difficult, unbearable and painful, or denied part of our selves and in our patients as in 

the society. 

Child analysts know how important it is to know at what point in development the ability to think 

appears, but more important to understand that it appears when the subject stops functioning like a 

computer, “an organizer". In our world, where the remarkable technical skills of computers occupy 

more and more ground, including in the management of education and somatic and psychic health, it 

is urgent to learn to differentiate this mode of organizing data from the specific mode of functioning 

of human thought, based on the ability to symbolize. This capacity has been very well described by 

many important analysts, in different ways, as being a relation with three terms: the Ego, the symbol 

and the symbolized thing. We know that we  differentiate it from what is the "symbolic equation", 

characteristic of psychotic thought, a two-term relationship in which the symbol disappears, leaving 

only the "I" and the thing - which, as a result, loses all potentiality to symbolize itself. Analogies, 

metaphors, hypotheses and daydreams disappear from psychic functioning, bringing with them 

humor, and therefore the capacity to laugh at the world and at oneself. 

Learning on how to face modern patients’ disconnection, dissociation, , denials, refusal to learn or to 

have a critical thinking, is one of Pulsion’s goal, to reestablish a space for daydreaming, associating, 

playing with representations, fantasies and symbols. We label this approach Transitional 

Psychoanalysis. I hope you got a flavor of it today. 

 



 

We are aware of the challenges we are facing in creating this new institute, 

trying to avoid our own reactions to passivity and phallic defenses. We hope 

you will stay in touch with us and help us to maintain our project alive and 

successful. 

 


