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Many of you have asked why Pulsion. What has been our imperative to go through the pains and 

the struggles of conceptualizing and creating another psychoanalytic institute in NYC alongside 

the plethora of well-established and well recognized psychoanalytic institutes?  

Of course, many of you who have posed this question already know the most important aspect of 

the answer. 

The name Pulsion reveals its unique mission to re-introduce to the contemporary scenery of 

psychoanalytic theory and practice the most revolutionary of Freud’s discoveries, the drives. 

This is why we are beginning today, during Pulsion’s inaugural event with Marilia Aisenstein’s 

address on the State of the drives. I hope all of you have picked up a copy.  

The ones of us who have gone through mainstream psychoanalytic education in US would most 

likely agree that we have witnessed a silencing and progressive erasure of so much that Freud 

revealed about the human psyche. The drives have been all but eradicated. 

Infantile sexuality has been left behind, losing its meta-psychological preeminence in Freud’s 

theorizing, restricted and confused with sexual behavior and genitality. Freud’s warning that the 

scandalous revolutionary discovery of sexuality at the center of the psyche was to be rejected by 

his contemporaries, reverberates in our days - sexuality, the unwanted ‘xenos’, discredited now 

as outdated and invalid.  

In 1914 Freud wrote: “But the silence which my communications met with, the void which 

formed itself about me, the hints that were conveyed to me, gradually made me realize that 

assertions on the part played by sexuality in the aetiology of the neuroses cannot count upon 

meeting with the same kind of treatment as other communications. I understood that from now 

onwards I was one of those who have ‘disturbed the sleep of the world’, as Hebbel says, and that 

I could not reckon upon objectivity and tolerance.” (Freud, 1914a, pg. 22) 

From personal experience, I sadly attest that the central symptom of our psychoanalytic 

institutes today censors candidates from uttering words like ‘the drives’ and ‘infantile sexuality’. 
They assert that these concepts are of historical value at best and contribute nothing to the 

understanding of our contemporary analysands.  

Obviously building a psychoanalytic institute such as Pulsion in the face of the institutional 

repression of the drives is an ambitious and difficult challenge.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Today we inaugurate Pulsion as an institute with a cornerstone that celebrates the re-

instantiation of the drives in psychoanalytic theory and practice, an institute that, with a 

freshness of a psychoanalytic rigor, strives to focus on the contemporary subject living in a world 

of isolation and constant overwhelm seeking desperately the anchor of identity.  

Why Pulsion and not Drives? The choice of Pulsion points to Strachey’s misguided translation of 

Trieb as “instinct” and the unfortunate consequences that led to further confusion and reduction 

of the drives to a biological concept. Pulsion in French psychoanalytic theorizing has survived as 

a translation that has served to further the evolution of the concept.  

With their re-inauguration through Pulsion, the drives remain situated as a concept at the 

border. At this border, Pulsion proclaims a refusal to accept false dichotomies – academics and 

clinicians -- psychosomatics and theories that advance language and the social.  

In order to approach this difficult but vitally importance mission of the border, we felt that we 

needed a good representation between candidates who come from academic and clinical 

backgrounds. 

Following Freud’s tradition of de-medicalizing psychoanalysis with equal emphasis on lay 

analysis, Pulsion introduces a well thought out Licensed in Psychoanalysis program.  This is a 

program that is designed, not jerry-rigged in a patchwork manner from pre-existing courses as 

other grandfathered-in institutes have done.  

Pulsion leaves the tension of differences as irresolvable, the pulse that propels us to develop 

psychoanalytic concepts further and to approach the evolution of psychoanalytic techniques that 

might speak more clearly to contemporary patients.  

It is for this reason that our board and faculty are comprised of psychosomaticians, Kleinians 

and Lacanians, all of whom maintain the drives, Pulsion, as a fundamental concept in their 

theorizing and practicing. Each presenter today, chair, discussant and round table member is a 

faculty member of Pulsion. In addition we have many members of the faculty here in the 

audience and online who have brought to this inaugural event their own enthusiasm. 

To be clear, for us differences are not just historical facts in the psychoanalytic tradition. They 

are the Pulse to create something new in order to approach the complexities of our 

contemporary world.  

Among the concepts, Pulsion has tailored to the contemporary world, while retaining 

psychoanalytic rigor, is Transitional Psychoanalysis. Christine will speak more about this 

theoretical and technical evolution to approach the new patient of our days who suffers from an 

incapacity to think for themselves, to free associate and to dream.  

I hope in this small introduction I gave you a synopsis of the imperative we felt to create Pulsion.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

I also hope that you might now know from this brief introduction why the inaugural symposium 

is on the topic of sexuality and its discontents in our days: the erasure of the feminine.  

It is tragic and the symptom of our days that the topic of the erasure of the feminine as the 

erasure of sexual difference can be seen by a few as a transphobia. For these few, their 

understanding of the feminine is very different from ours and they entirely miss the 

psychoanalytic theory behind the erasure of sexual difference.  

 

The erasure of the drives as a cornerstone concept in psychoanalysis goes hand in hand  

with the erasure of difference, of Otherness from within and without, of the feminine.  

 

Julia Kristeva in her latest presentation with Marilia Aisenstein just this summer in the Delphi 

symposium on Xenos proposes: 

The hope for our future is the transformative feminine.  

And again it is important to highlight that the feminine as Jacqueline Schaeffer will introduce 

and the round table at the end of the day will build upon further is the other for both sexes. 

It is the interiority that the feminine represents, once again the ‘xenos’. Thus, in Schaeffer’s 

words, “the feminine remains completely internal, invisible and wary, the carrier of all the 

dangerous fantasies, difference par excellence … femininity is the body, feminine is the flesh.” 

In what follows today, our speakers will give voice to psychoanalytic terms and concepts that 

have fallen by the wayside within psychoanalysis in this country, terms that, taken literally, may 

grate on the ears of the contemporary listener, yet another ‘xenos’. But these are terms that 

harken back to Freud’s brilliant incorporation of the mythological, historical, literary and 

symbolic in the unfolding of infantile sexuality and the unconscious. 

Catherine Chabert and Dominique Scarfone will provide us with the consequences of this 

erasure of difference in terms of contemporary symptoms. 

The erasure of difference is what contributes to the inability to think, to free associate and to 

dream, to the passion of ignorance which Renata Salecl will elaborate later on today.  

Pulsion therefore stands for a new pulse for psychoanalysis to face the massive contemporary 

forms of repression on an individual, institutional and social level and towards new forms of 

articulation of the transformative feminine.  

Thank you for your attention.  

 

 



 

 

 


